OKLAHOMA VETERANS COMMISSION RETREAT MEETING MINUTES


A retreat meeting of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission was held at the Oklahoma History Center, Classroom, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma on June 26, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  Notice was given pursuant to O.S. Section 301 et seq. by submitting to the Secretary of State and by posting an agenda on the front door of the Commissions office building at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.
												
Members of the Commission and staff present were:

Mr. Robert Clark, Chairman, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Yukon
Ms. Jerletta Halford-Pandos, Vice Chairman, Disabled American Veterans, Kellyville
Mr. Robert Keister, Secretary, The American Legion, Helena
Mr. John Carter, Commissioner, At Large Member, Norman
Ms. Rebecca McGary, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Del City
Mr. Lloyd Smithson, Commissioner, National Guard Association of Oklahoma, Yukon
Mr. Larry Van Schuyver, Commissioner, Military Order of Purple Heart, Edmond
Mr. Robert Willis, Commissioner, The American Legion, Edmond 
Mr. Myles Deering, Executive Director
Mr. Terry Wilkerson, Deputy Director
Mr. Rob Arrington, State Homes Administrator
Ms. Kara Smith, Assistant Attorney General
Ms. Belinda White, Administrative Programs Officer
Mr. Shane Faulkner, Public Information Officer
Mr. Craig Kelley, Medical Services Programs Administrator
Ms. Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer
Ms. Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator
Ms. Lori Kennedy, Education/Training Programs Administrator
Ms. Tina Williams, Medical Compliance Director
Ms. Susan McClure, Human Resources Director

Absent:	Mr. Tom Richey, Paralyzed American Veterans, McLoud

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:14 a.m.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

The invocation was given by Commissioner McGary and the pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Halford-Pandos.

The Chairman welcomed Steve Mullin, General Counsel, Governor Fallin, Eric Tuck, Oklahoma Veterans Commissioner (Appointment beginning July 1, 2015) and Ms Bowmen, Spouse of a Resident at the Norman Veterans Center.

1. Briefing – Steve Mullin, General Counsel of Governor Fallin

Mr. Mullin briefed the Commission regarding the Governor’s appreciation for their dedication and commitment to the Veterans of Oklahoma.
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2. Overview Regarding Operating Policies of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission and the Powers and Duties of the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs, Executive Director

	The Executive Director reviewed the Operating Policies of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission and the 
	Powers and Duties of the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs.

3. Overview Regarding Oklahoma Open Meeting Act

	Kara Smith, Assistant Attorney General reviewed the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.

4. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Space Allocation of the Veterans Memorial Building

Commissioner Clark made a motion to authorize the Executive Director to utilize the vacated space formerly used by the American Legion.  This space will be used for additional ODVA staff.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye: 		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, McGary, Smithson, Van Schuyver
Nay:		Willis
Absent:	Richey

5. Approval of Minutes of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Regular Meeting

· May 15, 2015 – Regular Meeting and Executive Session 

Commissioner Willis made a motion to approve the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Meeting minutes of May 15, 2015 - Regular Meeting and Executive Session.

Commissioner Van Schuyver seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye: 		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, McGary, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Richey

6. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Reorganization of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission – Election of Officers

The Chairman nominated Jerletta Halford-Pandos to be the Chairperson of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye: 		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, McGary, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Richey

Commissioner Halford-Pandos nominated Commissioner Larry Van Schuyver as Vice Chairman of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission.

Chairman Clark nominated Commissioner John Carter as Vice Chairman of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission.
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The vote for each nomination is as follows:
											
Larry Van Schuyver:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Van Schuyver, Willis
Nay:		Clark, Carter, Keister, McGary, Smithson, 
Absent:	Richey

John Carter:

Aye:		Clark, Carter, Keister, McGary, Smithson, 
Nay:		Halford-Pandos, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Richey

Chairman Clark nominated Commissioner Robert Willis as Secretary of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission.

Commissioner Keister seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, McGary, Smithson, Van Schuyver, 				Willis
Absent:	Richey

7. Presentation of Appreciation Plaque for Outgoing Commissioner

Chairman Clark presented Commissioner Keister with a plaque of appreciation for his service to the Oklahoma Veterans Commission.

8. Recess for Lunch

Chairman Clark made a motion to recess for lunch.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, McGary, Smithson, Van Schuyver, 				Willis
Absent:	Richey

The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:28 p.m.

Chairman Clark and Commissioner McGary had medical appointments and did not return after the lunch recess.

9. Reconvene

Commissioner Carter made a motion to reconvene.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		 Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis   
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Absent:	Richey

The meeting reconvened at 1:12 p.m.

10. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Oklahoma Veterans Center – Terry Wilkerson

Terry Wilkerson, State Homes Director gave an overview to the Commission regarding the Oklahoma Veterans Centers and their responsibilities.

11. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Medical Compliance Division – Tina Williams

Tina Williams, Clinical Compliance Director gave an overview to the Commission regarding her division and responsibilities.

12. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Agency Finance Division – Shantha Varahan

Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer gave an overview to the Commission regarding the Agency Finance Division and their responsibilities.

13. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Agency Construction Services – Dorita Herd

Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator gave an overview to the Commission regarding her division and responsibilities.

14. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Veterans Programs & Veterans Services Division – Rob Arrington

Rob Arrington, Director of Veterans Programs and Services gave an overview to the Commission regarding his division and their responsibilities.

15. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Agency Personnel and Human Resources Division – Susan McClure

Susan McClure, Director of Human Resources gave an overview to the Commission regarding her division and their responsibilities.

16. Overview and Responsibilities Regarding Public Information Division – Shane Faulkner

Shane Faulkner, Public Information Officer gave an overview to the Commission regarding his division and his responsibilities.

17. [bookmark: _GoBack]Submission of Possible Agenda Items by the Oklahoma Veterans Commission for the Next Scheduled Meeting (No Discussion)

No new items were submitted.
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18. Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

	July 17, 2015
	Friday, 10:00 a.m.
	Auditorium
	Oklahoma Veterans Center
	Lawton, Oklahoma

19. Adjournment

Commissioner Carter made a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		 Halford-Pandos, Keister, Carter, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis   

Absent:	Richey

The meeting adjourned at 2:31 p.m.










