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A regular meeting of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission was held at the Oklahoma Veterans Center, Auditorium, Clinton, Oklahoma on May 15, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  Notice was given pursuant to O.S. Section 301 et seq. by submitting to the Secretary of State and by posting an agenda on the front door of the Commissions office building at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Members of the Commission and staff present were:

Mr. Robert Clark, Chairman, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Yukon
Ms. Jerletta Halford-Pandos, Vice Chairman, Disabled American Veterans, Kellyville
Mr. Robert Keister, Secretary, The American Legion, Helena
Ms. Rebecca McGary, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Del City
Mr. Tom Richey, Commissioner, Paralyzed American Veterans, McLoud
Mr. Lloyd Smithson, Commissioner, National Guard Association of Oklahoma, Yukon
Mr. Larry Van Schuyver, Commissioner, Military Order of Purple Heart, Edmond
Mr. Robert Willis, Commissioner, The American Legion, Edmond
Mr. Myles Deering, Executive Director
Mr. Terry Wilkerson, Deputy Director
Mr. Rob Arrington, State Homes Administrator
Ms. Regeana McCracken, Administrator, Ardmore
Ms. Cindy Rogers, Assistant Administrator, Claremore
Ms. Katherine Kreizenbeck, Administrator, Clinton
Ms. Tonya Hendricks, Administrator, Lawton
Mr. Jay Horne, Administrator, Norman
Mr. Kenneth Praytor, Assistant Administrator, Sulphur
Mr. Roy Griffith, Administrator, Talihina
Ms. Kara Smith, Assistant Attorney General
Ms. Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer
Ms. Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator
Ms. Tamara Hodge, Payroll Programs Administrator
Mr. Shane Faulkner, Public Information Officer
Ms. Lori Kennedy, Education/Training Programs Administrator
Mr. Craig Kelley, Medical Services Programs Administrator
Mr. Greg Dubin, Assistant Manager, Muskogee
Ms. Lisa White, Quality Assurance Programs Administrator
Ms. Belinda White, Administrative Programs Administrator

Absent:	Mr. John Carter, Commissioner, At Large, Norman

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

The invocation was given by Commissioner McGary and the pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Halford-Pandos.
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1. Report of Secretary of Veterans Affairs

General Myles Deering, Secretary of Veterans Affairs reported on the following:

a. Public Affairs – ODVA Facebook and Twitter, The Development of the new ODVA Web Page with easier accessibility that will link one to the other.
b. Purchase of new video cameras that will enhance visibility at the Centers and Central Office.
c. Staffing – Cooperate Nurse, Tina Williams (new hire).
d. Budget – No information at this time; however, we are expecting a three to six percent decrease.
e. Corporate Synergy for Veterans Mental Health
f. Oklahoma Veterans Commission Retreat, June 26, 2015, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma City.

2. Open Public Comments (Limited to matters on the agenda which are proper items for discussion by the Commission. Open Public Comments are limited to five minutes per person)

No Open Public Comments were submitted.

3. Approval of Mintes of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Regular Meeting

· March 20, 2015 – Regular Meeting

Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion to approve the minutes of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Meeting of March 20, 2015 as submitted.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter

4. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Funded Chaplain Positions at each Veterans Center – Commissioner McGary

No changes at this time.  Commissioner McGary made a motion for the Centers to continue to utilize local volunteer chaplains.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter

5. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding ODVA Mission Statement – Commissioner Smithson

Myles Deering, Executive Director revised the ODVA Mission Statement (Copies of the revised ODVA Mission Statement are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

6. Oklahoma Veterans Commission Finance Committee Report – Commissioner Richey (No Discussion)

No Report was submitted.
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7. Oklahoma Veterans Commission Finance Committee Report – Commissioner McGary (No Discussion)

Commissioner McGary reviewed the finance committee report.

8. Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs Report – Myles Deering, Executive Director

a. FY2015 Budget and Expenditures – Shantha Varahan (No Discussion)

Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer reported to the Commission regarding FY2015 Budget and Expenditures (copies of the FY2015 Budget and Expenditures Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

b. FY2015 Construction Projects at all Centers – Dorita Herd (No Discussion)

Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator reported to the Commission regarding FY2015 Construction Projects at all Centers (copies of the FY2015 Construction Projects at all Centers Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

c. Public Information Officer’s Report/2015 Legislation Update (No Discussion)

Shane Faulkner, Publications Program Administrator reported to the Commission regarding Public Information and an update concerning 2015 Legislation (copies of the Public Information Officer’s  Report/2015 Legislation Update are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

d. Claims and Benefits Division (No Discussion)

Greg Dubin, Assistant Manager, Muskogee Claims Office reported to the Commission regarding the Claims and Benefits Division (copies of the Claims and Benefits Division Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

e. State Homes Administrators Report (No Discussion)

Rob Arrington, State Homes Administrator reported to the Commission regarding the State Homes (copies of the State Homes Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

f. Peer Review (No Discussion

Craig Kelley, Medical Services Programs Administrator reported the following: 

· Sulphur’s review was completed with no discrepancies.
· Ardmore has submitted their plan of correction.
· Claremore’s review is scheduled for next week.
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9. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Licensing of The Oklahoma Veterans Center, Ardmore Division – Rob Arrington

Rob Arrington, State Homes Administrator reported to the Commission that the Oklahoma Veterans Center, Ardmore Division has received full certification and are in full compliance to be licensed by the Oklahoma Veterans Commission.

Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion that the Commission approves licensing of the Oklahoma Veterans Center, Ardmore Division.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter

10. (a) 	Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to 25 O.S. 307 B (4) and B (7) In Order To 	Conduct Confidential Communications Between  a Public Body and It’s Attorney 	Concerning a Pending Investigation, Claim, or Action Relating to Discharge of a Resident 	at a Veterans Center Where with the Advice of its Attorney Determines that the 	Disclosure Will Seriously Impair the Ability of the Public Body to Process the Claim or 	Conduct a Pending Investigation, Litigation, or Proceeding in the Public Interest and 	Where Discussing the Matter in Open Session Would Violate Confidentiality Requirements 	of State and/or Federal Law.

(b)	Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307 B (4) In Order To Conduct 
	Confidential Communications Between a Public Body and its Attorney Concerning a 
	Pending Investigation, Claim, or Action Relating to MPC 14-148 Humphreys V. ODVA, 
	Where with the Advice of its Attorney Determines that Disclosure Will Seriously  Impair
	the Ability of the Public Body to Process the Claim or Conduct a Pending Investigation,
	Litigation, or Proceeding in the Public Interest.

(c)	Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to 25 O.S.  Section 307 B (1) and B (4) In Order
	To Discuss The Employment of Jim Pass and to Conduct Confidential Communications
	Between a Public Body and its Attorney Concerning  Pending Investigations, Claim, or
	Action Relating to Jim Pass Where With the Advice of its Attorney Determines that the 
	Disclosure will Seriously Impair the Ability of the Public Body to Process the Claim or
	Conduct a Pending Investigation, Litigation, or Proceeding in the Public Interest.

(d)	Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to 25 O.S.  Section 307 B (1) In Order to Discuss
	The Employment, Hiring, Appointment, Promotion, Demotion of the Deputy Director,
	State Homes Director and Veterans Programs Director.


Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion to enter into executive session.

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter
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	The meeting recessed to enter into executive session at 11:00 a.m.

11. Vote to Reconvene Into Open Session

Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion to return to open session.

Commissioner Van Schuyver seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter

	The meeting reconvened into open session at 12:50 p.m.

12. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Executive Session

Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion to proceed as discussed in executive session regarding Item 10 (c).

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter

Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion to proceed as discussed in executive session regarding Item 10 (d) given the Director will advise the Commission of his decisions.

Commissioner Keister seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter

13. New Business (Must be regarding a subject that was unforeseen twenty-four hours prior to the meeting)

There was no new business submitted.

14. Submission of Possible Agenda Items by the Oklahoma Veterans Commission for the Next Scheduled Meeting (No Discussion)

a. Presentation of plaques to former Commission members – Commissioner Halford-Pandos
b. Feeding Training for resident family members – Commissioner Willis
c. Action that might be taken by the State regarding Contractors that fail to comply – Commissioner Willis  
d. Commission Members discussing findings at the Veteran Centers without violating the Open Meeting Act – Commissioner Willis

15. Adjournment

Commissioner Halford-Pandos made a motion to adjourn.
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Commissioner Keister seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Clark, Halford-Pandos, Keister, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Van Schuyver, Willis
Absent:	Carter
											
The meeting adjourned at 12: 55 p.m.


