[bookmark: _GoBack]OKLAHOMA VETERANS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

A meeting of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission was held at the Oklahoma Veterans Center, Ardmore, Oklahoma on September 18, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  Notice was given pursuant to O.S. Section 301 et seq. by submitting to the Secretary of State and by posting an agenda on the front door of the Commissions office building at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.
										
Members of the Commission and staff present were:

Ms. Jerletta Halford-Pandos, Chairperson, Disabled American Veterans, Kellyville
Mr. John Carter, Vice Chair, Member at Large, Norman
Mr. Robert Willis, Secretary, The American Legion, Edmond
Mr. Robert Clark, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Yukon
Ms. Rebecca McGary, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Del City
Mr. Tom Richey, Commissioner, Paralyzed American Veterans, McLoud
Mr. Lloyd Smithson, Commissioner, National Guard Association of Oklahoma, Yukon
Mr. Eric Tuck, Commissioner, The American Legion, Fort Gibson
Mr. Larry Van Schuyver, Military Order of Purple Heart Association, Edmond
Mr. Myles Deering, Executive Director/Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Mr. Terry Wilkerson, State Homes Director
Ms. Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer
Ms. Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator
Ms. Belinda White, Administrative Programs Officer
Ms. Kara Smith, Assistant Attorney General

1.  Call to Order

     The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.

2.  Invocation  

     The invocation was given by Commissioner McGary.

3.  Pledge of Allegiance

     The pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Smithson.

4.  Introduction and Welcome to Visitors and Guests

     The Chairman welcomed all the visitors and guest to the meeting.

5.  Open Public Comments (Limited to matters on the agenda which are proper items for discussion by
     the Commission.  Open Public Comments are limited to five minutes per person).

     Ms. Barbara Bowman stated her concerns regarding the staffing shortage at the Norman Center.

Commissioner Richey entered the meeting.
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6.  Presentation of Appreciation Plaque to the Former Oklahoma Veterans Commission Chairman,  
     Robert Clark

     Jerletta Halford-Pandos, Chair of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission presented Robert Clark a plaque
     of appreciation for his service to the Commission as Chairman.

7.  Approval of Meeting Minutes

	(a)  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Minutes of the July 17, 2015 Oklahoma Veterans
                   Commission Regular Meeting and Executive Session.

	       Commissioner Willis made a motion to approve the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Meeting
                   Minutes of July 17, 2015 – Regular Meeting and Executive Session as submitted.

	       Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

	       Aye:	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Willis, Clark, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Tuck, Van Schuyver 

	(b)  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Minutes of the August 5, 2015 Oklahoma Veterans
                   Commission Emergency Meeting.

	       Commissioner Willis made a motion to approve the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Meeting
                   Minutes of August 5, 2015 – Emergency Meeting as submitted.

	       Aye: 	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Willis, Clark, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Tuck, Van Schuyver

8.  Discussion and Data Regarding Veterans with Toxic Exposure Related Illnesses and the Current 
     Specific Needs/Treatment at the Veterans Centers – Commissioner McGary

     This item was tabled for the next meeting scheduled for October 23, 2015.

9.  Discussion and Data Regarding the Use of Properly Trained Ombudsman in the Veteran Centers – 
     Commissioner McGary

     Commissioner McGary presented the Commission with a handout regarding the history of Ombudsman
     (copies are attached the meeting minutes) and Terry Wilkerson, State Homes Director explained the 
     Ombudsman’s responsibility to the Center Residents.

10. Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs

	(a)  Executive Directors Report to the Commission

	       Myles Deering, Executive Director reported on the following:
	       
· Bi-Weekly Report to the Commission 								
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· Tele-Health 							

(b)  Financial Services – Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer
 
      (1)  Shantha Varahan reported to the Commission regarding the Financial Services (copies
             of the FY2015 Budget and Expenditures Report are attached to file copies of the meeting 
             minutes).

     (2)   Shantha Varahan submitted the FY-2017 Budget Request to the Commission for approval 
             (copies of the FY2017 Budget and Expenditures Report are attached to file copies of the 
             meeting minutes).

             Commissioner Carter made a motion to approve the FY2017 Budget and Expenditures Report
	 as submitted.

             Commissioner Willis seconded the report and the vote is a follows:

                         Aye: 	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Willis, Clark, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Tuck, Van Schuyver

	(c)  Construction Services – Dorita Herd, Construction Administrator

                  (1)  Dorita Herd, Construction Administrator reported to the Commission regarding Construction 
Services (copies of the Construction Services report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes)

 (2)	Discussion and Update Regarding the Emergency Replacement of the Cooling Tower, Clinton Division.
	
Dorita Herd, Construction Administrator advised the Commission that the expected delivery
for the cooling tower is two weeks with immediate installation.

The Chairman called for a break at 11:05 a.m. 

The meeting reconvened at 11:20 a.m.  

     	(d)  Public Information/Legislation – Myles Deering, Executive Director
	   
	      (1) Update Regarding Public Information

                       Myles Deering, Executive Director reported on the following:

· Hiring of Nicole Miller, Public Affairs and Legislation Division
· Current Legislative Studies
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(e)  Claims and Benefits Division – Myles Deering, Executive Director

      (1)  Myles Deering, Executive Director reported to the Commission regarding the Claims
	and Benefits Division (copies of the Claims and Benefits Division reports are attached to file 
	copies of the meeting minutes).

(f)  Oklahoma Veteran Centers – Terry Wilkerson, State Homes Director

(1)  Terry Wilkerson, State Homes Director reported to the Commission regarding the Oklahoma 
Veteran Centers (copies of the Oklahoma Veteran Centers Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).  

(2)  Discussion and Possible Action regarding the Oklahoma Veterans Commission licensing of the
       Oklahoma Veterans Center, Clinton Division.

       Commissioner Carter made a motion to approve licensing of the Oklahoma Veterans Center,
       Clinton Division.

       Commissioner Clark seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

                       Aye: 	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Willis, Clark, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Tuck, Van Schuyver

11.  New Business

        There was no new business submitted.

12.  Submission of Possible Agenda Items by the Oklahoma Veterans Commission for the Next Scheduled
       Meeting.

       The Chair asked if it possible to have a questions and answer period included at the end of the 
        meeting agenda.

13.   Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

		October 22 & 23, 2015
		Thursday, Pavillion, 5:00 p.m.
		Friday, Auditorium, 9:00 a.m.
		Oklahoma Veterans Center
		Talihina, Oklahoma

14.  Adjournment

       Commissioner Smithson made a motion to adjourn.

       Commissioner Richey seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:
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       Aye: 	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Clark, Richey, Smithson, Tuck, Van Schuyver

       Nay:	Willis, McGary





       






